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Statement of the Plaintiffs in 

Bates, et. al, v. Sullivan, et. al. 

(Clean Elections litigation)
Shortly after 4:00 p.m. today, the plaintiffs in the Clean Elections litigation (a collection of voters, candidates, political parties, and public interest groups) had notices of deposition and subpoenas for documents served on  House Speaker Thomas Finneran, House Majority Leader Salvatore DiMasi, and House Election Laws Committee Chair Joseph Wagner to obtain information the plaintiffs requested forty-eight hours ago.  

We have noticed these depositions for each of these individuals to appear and testify under oath next Tuesday, April 16, 2002, at the offices of our co-counsel, the National Voting Rights Institute.

We have also issued subpoenas to these individuals ordering them to produce all lists that itemize, describe, or catalogue state-owned property in their State House offices.

In addition to these actions, we expect to receive tomorrow an inventory of approximately 9,000 state-owned vehicles.  Further, we continue to investigate and evaluate the effectiveness of selling individual parking spaces at the State House, as well as the surplus property identified by the state. It must be noted, though, that several pieces of property on the list would not meet the standards we have placed on ourselves: not to incur any more damage to the taxpayers than that which has already been done by their our elected officials.

To reiterate, we have maintained consistently since Supreme Judicial Court Justice Martha Sosman issued her ruling last Friday, that we are identifying state property that will incur a little as possible damage on the taxpayers and voters of the Commonwealth. We have all been harmed enough by members of a recalcitrant Legislature  who continue to defy the Court and the Constitution they are sworn to uphold.

We also have an urgent obligation to the candidate-plaintiffs in this suit to satisfy their outstanding monetary judgments. At this time, the sale of “personal” property of the Commonwealth (i.e., vehicles, furniture, equipment, etc.) is the easiest, least intrusive option. The sale of “real” property requires a 30-day notice rather than the forty-eight hour notice for personal property.

We take our role in the execution of justice in this matter very seriously.
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